The effect of intravenous potassium canrenoate in patients with severe heart failure and digitalis toxicity.
In 16 patients with critical condition due to severe heart failure associated with digitalis toxicity, the effects of potassium canrenoate (AldactoneR) administered intravenously were studied. Rhythm and conduction disturbances disappeared or improved in all instances. This effect was well correlated with an increase of serum potassium concentration. In 13 patients, after 1-2 days of Aldactone therapy, heart failure improved, which could be explained by a diuretic effect and by a possible inotropic action of aldactone. It is concluded that intravenous Aldactone is useful in patients with severe heart failure and digitalis toxicity in whom diuretics are often ineffective and even dangerous.